
SHARK ATTACK! 

With a huge leap, I left the water, just as the enormous crea-

ture rose below me, its jaws wide open.  

The wave whipped me away but what had happened to my bal-

ance?  At first, I thought it was panic that was making me 

fall.  I was an expert surfer.  Furious with myself (and terri-

fied as I needed to get to the safety of the beach), I went to 

crouch and toppled into the water.  I had no leg.  Blood was 

pouring out of where my calf should have been.  Shock and 

adrenalin was making me oblivious to pain, but not fear … and 

I knew the shark would be back for more. 

    “Get on!  NOW!”   

Suddenly, Jason was there, pulling me onto his long, slim 

board and while holding on - lying full length – I was surfed 

by him back to shore, where arms carried me up the beach.   

As I lost consciousness, snippets of conversation made it to 

my brain: 

“Tiger shark . . .  four metres at least . . .  not a chance . .  

“ . . . below the knee . . .  lucky to be alive!” 

I thought of my brother, my board, my arrogance.  What had 

gone wrong?  King of the Ocean?  What had happened to my 

respect for the sea – its power and unpredictability?  It would 

never happen again! 

 

 

 



SHARK ATTACK! 

It was a boiling hot day; the sun relentless in the sky above, 

staring down upon us as though determined to scorch the en-

tire Earth.  As I ran down the soft, sandy beach, my spirits 

were high as the colourful kites being flown.  The beautiful 

board I carried had been given to me for Christmas by my 

brother – a stylish, short board with a concave bottom for 

speed over the water; the design a sleek, silver shark on the 

pale-blue background. 

Paddling the board hard out to sea, I was helped by the wind 

which was whipping up waves and promising an exciting day’s 

surfing.  Jason, who was a champion surfer and good friend, 

passed me whooping loudly as he rode a large roller.  I felt 

good - King of the Ocean!  What could possibly go wrong?  A 

massive wave was approaching and I held my board in posi-

tion – poised to leap on and ride the crest.  My whole body 

was concentrated and ready, so it was with something like an-

noyance that I was distracted by a thump on the leg.   

“Driftwood,” I told myself and gave it not a second thought. 

The wave was close.  I crouched in the water.  Tensed.  Then 

I heard Jason’s shout,  

“Behind you!” 

He sounded urgent.  I flashed a look.  A fin.  Moving at 

speed.  Towards me! 

Bullet points to summarise the text  

* 

* 

* 



Tiger Sharks 

Named for the dark stripes found on juvenile sharks, which 

fade as they grow to maturity, the Tiger shark is second only 

to the Great White in the number of attacks on humans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humans hunt Tiger sharks in order to use their meat, skin and 

fins.  Their livers, which are high in Vitamin a are often used 

in Vitamin supplements.  Finning is when a shark’s fins are re-

moved and the body (often still alive) is thrown back into the 

sea.  A shark cannot swim without its fins so will suffocate 

or be eaten.   

Due to humans, the Tiger shark is on the vulnerable list. 

 

Size 

Tiger sharks can grow up to 6 or 7 metres in length 

and weigh up to 900 kilograms – that is four times 

the length of a man and ten times his weight!  They 

take a long time to grow and have low reproduction 

rates. 

 

Habitat  

Tropical or sub-tropical seas 

Diet                                                                                                                        

A carnivore, the Tiger shark, which will eat anything, has 

been found to have a huge variety of fish in their stom-

achs and even metal licence plates and tyres!                                                              

Their sharp, serrated teeth and powerful jaws allow them 

to crack shells - allowing them to eat such foods as turtles.                 

 



SHARK ATTACK QUESTIONS 

Who had given him the board?   Father?  Mother?   Friend?  Brother?  
(1) 

 
Three figures of speech are used in the first paragraph of the story. 

What are they? (3) 
 
What does the surfer mean when he says “King of the 

Ocean.”            (2) 
 
What is meant when it says Jason was riding “a large roller”?              

(1)                 machine for rolling?    wave?    kind of surf-

board? 
 
What did the boy think he had been hit by?                                

(1) 
 

He sounded urgent.  I flashed a look.  A fin.  Moving at speed.  
 Towards me!  These are not all proper sentences with subject and 

verb.  Why has the author punctuated it like this?   

What effect does it have on the reader?             (2)                                           
 
How did he become aware of his injuries?      (2)                         
 
Why has the author used ellipsis in the conversation the boy heard 
 before he lost consciousness?          (1) 
 

What is meant by ‘juvenile sharks’?       (1) 

 
Why are there text boxes in the non-fiction piece about Tiger sharks? (2) 

 

How are sharks able to eat turtles?                                     

(2) 

 

Should ‘finning’ be illegal?  Explain what it is and why you think yes 

or no.  (3) 



 



Write a diary entry for any of the characters from the setting 

above. Remember to include feelings and their thoughts in that 

situation 
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When, suddenly, on an ordinary Wednesday, it seemed to Barney that the world tilted 

and ran down-hill in all directions, he knew he was about to be haunted again. It had 

happened when he was younger but he had thought that being haunted was a babyish thing 

that you grew out of, like crying when you fell over, or not having a bike.

‘Remember Barney’s imaginary friends, Mantis, Bigbuzz and Ghost?’ Claire – his 

stepmother – sometimes said.’ The garden seems empty now that they’ve gone. I quite 

miss them.’

But she was really pleased perhaps because, being so very real to Barney, they had 

become too real for her to laugh over. Barney had been sorry to lose them, but he wanted 

Claire to feel comfortable living with him. He could not remember his own mother and Claire 

had come as a wonderful surprise, giving him a hug when he came home from school, 

asking him about his day, telling him about hers, arranging picnics and unexpected parties 

and helping him with hard homework. It seemed worth losing Mantis, Bigbuzz and Ghost 

and the other kind phantoms that had been his friends for so many days before Claire 

came.

Yet here it was beginning again… the faint dizzy twist in the world around him, the thin 

singing drone as if some tiny insect were trapped in the curling mazes of his ear. Barney 

looked up at the sky searching for a ghost but there was only a great blueness like a weight 

pressing down on him. He looked away quickly, half expecting to be crushed into a sort of 
rolled-out gingerbread boy in an enormous stretched-out school uniform. Then he saw his 

ghost on the footpath beside him. A figure was slowly forming out of the air: a child – quite a 

little one, only about four or five – struggling to be real. A curious pale face grew clearer 

against a halo of shining hair, silver gold hair that curled and crinkled, fading into the air like 

bright smoke. The child was smiling. It seemed to be having some difficulty in seeing 

Barney so that he felt that he might be the one who was not quite real. Well, he was used to 

feeling that. In the days before Claire he had often felt that he himself couldn’t be properly

heard or seen. But then Mantis had taken time to become solid and Ghost had always been 

dim and smoky. So Barney was not too surprised to see the ghost looking like a flat paper 

doll stuck against the air by some magician’s glue. Then it became round and real, looking 

alive, but old-fashioned and strange, in its blue velvet suit and lace collar. A soft husky voice 

came out of it.

‘Barnaby’s dead!’ it said.

Time yourself – how long to highlight the words below.

enormous velvet phantoms crinkled

picnics struggling curious dizzy

Magician’s Wednesday gingerbread husky



4   Active Voice and Passive Voice 

Consider these two reports about the same football match. 

 

1   They decided the semi-final of the Carling Cup at Anfield last night. Howard Webb 

refereed the match. Liverpool scored a sensational goal in the first minute. Someone 

brought down Bellamy in the penalty area. Steven Gerrard took the penalty. He calmly 

slotted it home. Arsenal went on the counter attack. Van Persie scored on half time. Liv-

erpool dominated the second half but the Reds couldn’t find a way past the massed Arse-

nal defence. In the dying seconds, Liverpool grabbed the winner. Gerrard drove home a 

30-yard free-kick to put Liverpool in the final which they will play at Wembley on May 

15th. 

 

2   The semi-final of the Carling Cup was played at Anfield last night. The match was 

refereed by Howard Webb. Liverpool scored a sensational goal in the first minute. Bella-

my was brought down in the penalty area. The penalty was taken by Steven Gerrard 

who calmly slotted it home. Arsenal went on the counter attack, Van Persie scoring on 

half time. The second half was dominated by the Reds who couldn’t find a way past the 

massed Arsenal defence until the dying seconds when Liverpool grabbed the winner. A 30

-yard free-kick was driven home by Gerrard to put Liverpool in the final which will be 

played at Wembley on May 15th. 

 

You probably found the second report more natural to read because it contained a mix-

ture of active and passive sentences. A sentence is written in active voice when the sub-

ject of the sentence performs the action in the sentence:  Steven Gerrard took the penalty.  

A sentence is written in passive voice when the subject of the sentence has an action 

done to it by someone or something else: The penalty was taken by Steven Gerrard. 

 

Task 4  -  Answer these active voice questions in the passive voice.   

1.    Where did they hold the Olympics in 2012? 

2.    Which country won most Olympic medals? 

3.    In what country will they hold the next FIFA World Cup?  

4.    Who teaches your class Maths? 

5.    What singer has sold the most Gold music albums? 

6.    What do they make pasta from? 

7.    Where might they build a new airport in east Kent? 

8.    When will pupils take the next SATS tests? 

9.    Who wrote your favourite novel? 

10.  Who answered most of these questions correctly? 

 



Division :  

1. Write out the table facts to support your accuracy  

2. Remember the strategy  

3. Check by carrying out the inverse   

 

4564 ÷ 6 = 
___ 

3231 ÷ 15 = 
___ 

8234 ÷ 4 = 
___ 

3681 ÷ 21 = 
___ 

1223 ÷ 6= 
___ 

2356 ÷ 13 = 
___ 

     1602 ÷ 4= 
___ 

2644 ÷ 14 = 
___ 

7926 ÷ 4 = 
___ 

3448 ÷ 14 = 
___ 

5621 ÷ 3 = 
___ 

8752 ÷ 15 = 
___ 

9831 ÷ 5 = 
___ 

5436 ÷ 13 = 
___ 



Challenge Yourself!  

What tips to success do you need?  

4564 ÷ 24 = 
___ 

3231 ÷ 11 = 
___ 

8234 ÷ 24 = 
___ 

3681 ÷ 12 = 
___ 

1223 ÷ 21 = 
___ 

6340 ÷ 13 = 
___ 

     1602 ÷ 14= 
___ 

2644 ÷ 14 = 
___ 

7926 ÷ 41 = 
___ 

3448 ÷ 14 = 
___ 

5621 ÷ 23 = 
___ 

8752 ÷ 15 = 
___ 

9831 ÷ 51 = 
___ 

5436 ÷ 23 = 
___ 



 

Spelling Champion 3/4 words 

Task One: Write out any spelling words you need a quick reminder on.  

Task Two: Write a variety of sentences using the above spellings. 

Task Three: Play the Y6 Spelling Champion game against family members. Who 

will be the spelling champion? Tweet your results  



 

Spelling Champion 5/6 spelling words 

Task One: Write out any spelling words you need a quick reminder on.  

Task Two: Write a variety of sentences using the above spellings. 

Task Three: Play the Y6 Spelling Champion game against family members. Who 

will be the spelling champion? Tweet your results  

**************** 

Year 6  

 

CHALLENGE!!! 

 

Who out of 

Year 6 can 

find more 

words which 

are not on 

this list but 

follow the 

spelling rules?  

Tweet your  

responses.  

 


