
SPAG Complex sentences 

Subordinating clauses—underline the subordinate clause  

1.The pirate, looking menacing, drew his sword. 

2.Screeching in delight, the parrot soared  over the trees. 

3.The boy dug, filled with nerves. 

4.Exhausted from swimming so far, the Quaswocki fell asleep on the log. 

5.The man lay on the sand feeling happy. 

6.On the look out for hungry birds, the crab scuttled across the sand. 

7.The man, realising he was stranded, suddenly felt very lonely. 

8.The fish swam peacefully as the waves crashed against the rocks. 

9.Shaking with fear, the boy made his way through the forest. 

10.The girl, overwhelmed with happiness, stared at the treasure. 

Extension: write your own  



SPAG Complex sentences 

Subordinating clauses 

A) Can you follow the rules to put the commas in the correct places?  First, 

you will need to work out where the main and sub-clauses are. 

Miss Northen rules! 
If the subordinate 

clause is first, the 
comma goes next. 
If the subordinate 
clause is last, no 

comma in the text. 
If the subordinate 
clause is in the 
middle, comma ei-

ther side, 
 



SPAG  

Complex sentences:  

1. Subordinate clause at the start :  

Because it was raining, I brought my coat to school.  

2. Subordinate clause at the  end :  

The day started so well, until  the thunder clouds arrived.  

3. Subordinate clause in the middle of the sentence;  

Miss Northen, who loved teaching Year 5, decided to treat them because they worked so 

hard.  


