The Artist,
Joseph Turner
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A Londoner

Joseph Mallord William Turner was born in April 1775 in Covent Garden, London.
His father, William, was a barber and wigmaker and his mother was called Mary.
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drawings in his shop.
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Joseph Turner kept his Cockney accent
all his life.




The Royal Academy of Arts

Joseph attended the Royal Academy of Arts school in 1789 and was accepted into
the academy the following year.

. some of his watercolour paintings to

Although Joseph was interested in
architecture, he was advised to carry on
painting watercolour pictures. He sold

help pay for his fees at the Academy.

Joseph Turner was only fourteen years
old when he started studying at
the Academy.




Capturing the Light

Joseph Turner began sketching outside,
using these as a basis for his paintings,
indoors. This led to him touring the
country during the summer and working
in the studio in the winter.
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In 1796, he exhibited his first painting in
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As you look at the following paintings,
think about why Turner was known as
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Fishermen at Sea




Painter of Light
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in London.
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