


Joseph Turner kept his Cockney accent 
all his life.

:_cU`X¬c VQdXUb gQc ce``_bdYfU _V XYc QbdYcdYS 
dQ\U^d Q^T g_e\T TYc`\Qi XYc c_^¬c UQb\i 
drawings in his shop.

A Londoner

Joseph Mallord William Turner was born in April 1775 in Covent Garden, London. 
His father, William, was a barber and wigmaker and his mother was called Mary.

Did You Know?



Joseph Turner was only fourteen years 
old when he started studying at 
the Academy.

The Royal Academy of Arts

Joseph attended the Royal Academy of Arts school in 1789 and was accepted into 
the academy the following year.

Although Joseph was interested in 
architecture, he was advised to carry on 
painting watercolour pictures. He sold 
some of his watercolour paintings to 
help pay for his fees at the Academy.

Did You Know?



As you look at the following paintings, 
think about why Turner was known as 
®DXU @QY^dUb _V <YWXd¯)

Capturing the Light

Joseph Turner began sketching outside, 
using these as a basis for his paintings, 
indoors. This led to him touring the 
country during the summer and working 
in the studio in the winter.

8U RUSQ]U [^_g^ Qc ®DXU @QY^dUb 
_V <YWXd¯) 

In 1796, he exhibited his first painting in 
_Y\c* «6YcXUb]U^ Qd CUQ¬)  

Did You Know?



What are your thoughts about this painting?

Fishermen at Sea



How would you describe 
Deb^Ub¬c `QY^dY^W dUSX^YaeU,

Painter of Light

?^U _V :_cU`X Deb^Ub¬c ]_cd VQ]_ec `QY^dY^Wc Yc SQ\\UT «DXU 6YWXdY^W DU]UbQYbU 
DeWWUT d_ 8Ub <Qcd 2UbdX d_ 2U 2b_[U^ E`¬ Q^T Yc _^ TYc`\Qi Qd dXU >QdY_^Q\ 7Q\\Ubi 
in London.


