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Task 1: Explain when you would use formal and when you would use infor-
mal language. 

Task 2: Complex Sentences: 

Because the eyewitness was too distraught to be interviewed, we spoke to 
her mother.  

The collision, which occurred at 2.00pm, was terrifying and left bystanders very distressed.  

Formal Informal 

  



SPAG: Appropriate language       GENRE:  NEWSREPORT 

occurred human error collision  wreckage 

shock   skidded  injuries  confirmed 

shaken  terrifying disastrous escaped 

critical  distraught unhurt  rescue   

damage assistance witness  bystander 

emergency minimal  unconscious support  

fatalities first aider  siren  ambulance 

paramedic police   hospital  treated   

responsible  

detained incident  spokes person 

Complex sentences: 

Because the eyewitness was too distraught to be interviewed, we spoke to her mother.  

The collision, which occurred at 2.00pm, was terrifying and left bystanders very distressed.  
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•in a critical condition 

•contact the police ‘tip line’ on… 

• further information 

•a spokes person for … 

•nothing like this has occurred ... 

• a miraculous escape 

• precautions will be taken in .. 

 

Complex sentences: 

Because the eyewitness was too distraught to be interviewed, we spoke to her mother.  

The collision, which occurred at 2.00pm, was terrifying and left bystanders very distressed.  


