LO: To understand bullying
L Read the story .and think about how the characters .are feeling.

Celebrating Difference
Maya's Story - Ages B-9 - Piece 3

Maya was a new girl In the ciass and at first everyling seemed Ok Maya ioid her Mum that she iked har
Fﬂmmmmmmﬁm In the dass.

AS the weeks went on Maya began fo piay moe 2 playime with a boy called Jake rather than the rest
of her group. He sat opposhe her and sometimes heiped her wil speling words hat she found dificult.
One day Maya asked Jake If he would IIKe i come 10 her home after school and piay, 35 they both ied
bulicing with Lego and piaying Minecraft on the tabiet compuisr,

They s0on became best fiends, athough Maya aiso had friends fiat were giis and Jake had fiends that
were boys 50 it ddn't seem 0 be a probiem. .

Just after the winter schocd holidays, Te class were doing an art project on snow and ce. Maya was good
at painting and she had created a besutil snowflake pafiem. As Matale went past, she accidentaily
brushed against Maya's water pot and it spilied all over Maya's paining. "Somy!" Natalie said and walked
off. Maya Was very Upset and the painting was ruined.

Mataile 53t next to Jake In class and Maya had always got on alright with her before, 5o she Just thought
the water pot was an acckdent and didn think much about It urdl |ater

Ower the next few days Maya started to nobice that some of her things had gone missing from her schoc
bag ard pencil case, and she kapt on indng them In Siange piaces. A lot of the Tings had bean broken.
Maya's Mum was annoyed when she asked for replacemeant coiourning panclis and toid Maya she necded
b be moe cansful. She didn't understand Mat it wasn't Maya's faul.

The next dme she logged ont Minecra she 53w she had a message. It sald ') hate you' Maya was
scared, was this from 3 real person? Minecraft was a videogame 50 5Ne Wasn't sure.

The next day she foid Jake all about It He explained Mat It was possible for someone tn send MEsEages
o Minecraft but he never bomersd. He |ust lkad piaying It with his friends. He toid Maya to ignore It and
not to wormy.

The probiem was the messages became more and more reguiar, and In e end, Maya stopped piaying
Minecratt alingether. She 3is0 noticed that Matalle was DUMpIng’ Into her a lot and pushing past In the
cioakmom 50 she Tl omo the coat pegs, which hurt every ime. Things wese getting serous now and

Maya was becoming unhappy at school. Maya decided to ask Matalle what she had done o upset her.
Mataile Ignored her and wailkied away, 50 she asked one of Natalie's rends Instead.

“Mat hates you because you ook Jake away” e gifl said. Maya was shocked, she haon't taken Jake
away, she didnt even think Natale ikad Jake! Maya wert io Natalle and tied to explain but Natale r@n
away and wouldn't lisian.

Maya asked Jake If he knew anything about it. “Well | usad to play Minecraft a kot with Natale,” he sald,
'buf you wene much betber at It than her so | sort of forot about her!

Maya bagan fo realise that Matalle might be jealous, 50 she sakd to Jake, “Well | think | had betier play a
it lies5 Wit you then, because | don't want Natakie 1o keep hurting me. Do you Tink Ifs Natalke sending
me thissa IT'EEE_:PEG‘I]II.?

'| wouldn't e surprised. What was the the usemame of Te person sanding you the messages? And
picasa don't stop piaying with me, Its Mataile's probsam not yours.

Maya showed Jake the Minecralt messages the next ime she logged Into the game and he toid her he

recognised Natalie 35 the sander. "You have fo g0 something about this Maya he sakd. ‘Bullying on the
Intermiat community ks a really bad Hirg o do and not enough paople report It

'It's not bullying” sald Maya laughing, 'It's Just Matalie baing stupld"
Jake explained tat It was bullying because | was hurtful and deliberate and Mataile kept on doing It
Maya hadn't really fhought about It that way before, but she did tell Jake that Matalle was making her

really miserable and she didnT want 1 come o school. Jake sald T you don't siop Matalle she might start
bulying someons else, how would you fesd If that happenad™




The next day Jake and Maya went i see thelr headieacher and expiained everything that had been gaing
on. The school usad a profiem-sohing fechnique calied Solve It Togemer 5o the headieacher amanged
a time for Maya, Jake and Matalle to go through the steps In her ofice. She also expiained o Matalle that
even though she had strong fesings about Jake and Maya being fends, she was bullying and mat wasn't
acceptable. Matalle's parents wers toid 100, Maya found out thaf It was Matalie fhat nad baen hiding and
breaking her things, and Mataile had to use her Savings to replace everything she had taken

Later that temm the headieacher asked a local pailce ofcer to come In and spaak o Me children
anout bullying on-ine and e routie that Iniemet ‘rolis’ can get In 1o I the target of the bullying wanis
something done about It

Matalle stopped bullying Maya. They were never really fiends but got on when they had o, which Maya

was O Maya's Mum sald, There are peopie who we get on betier with than ofhers, but we ail
have to fry and get along fogether and be respectiul when we can.' That's what Natale was daing now so
Maya o't have a prmigiem wim that, and she sl nad her best fiend Jake.

Think carefully .ahout these questions .and explain your answers in

as much detail as possible.

2 s Maya heing bullied or is Natalie being mean?

3. Why do people bully .others? List .as many reasons as iou .can.
4. What might Maya he feeling when she sees Natalie in school .or
she goes on line? List .as many feelings you can think .of.

5. Would all witnesses help? Explain your answer in as much detail
as possible.

6. What would you do if you witnessed the incidents hetween Maya
and Natalie?




