
Forgetful Father Christmas
A large man in a red coat trudged through the snow. “Ho! 
Ho! Ho!” he laughed through his white beard, as he pulled 
himself onto the sleigh. “OK, Mrs Christmas! I’m off! See 
you on Christmas Day!”

“OK, dear, have fun!” a voice called back from a cosy looking cottage in the 
snow. “Did you remember to give Rudolph lots of carrots?” 

“Ho! Ho! Ho!” the man laughed to himself. “Of course I gave Rudolph lots of 
ca… Oh, crackers. I forgot to give him lots of carrots!” 

The large man walked over to his best reindeer. He was lying in the stables 
looking very weak. 

Step 3 Building Reading Skills

Q1: Which of these statements is not true? 
Tick one.

 The large man laughed.

 The large man had a red coat.

 The large man wore black boots.

 The large man had a white beard.

Q2: What did the man forget to do?

___________________________________________________________

Q3: Why do you think that Rudolph was looking very weak?

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Q4: What did the large man forget this time?  
Circle one answer.

the cottage some carrots Mrs Christmas his keys

 
The large man fed Rudolph lots of the finest carrots 

he could find. Soon, the reindeer was feeling  
better again.

“OK, Mrs Christmas!” the large man shouted again. 
“Here I go!” 

“Go?” the voice called back from the cosy looking 
cottage. “I thought you had already gone!” 

“Erm, yes,” the large man shouted. “Well, I’m going now!” 

“I see. Well, be careful and make sure you’ve got your keys,” the voice called.

“Ho! Ho! Ho!” the large man laughed to himself. “Of course I’ve got my k… 
Oh, sugar plums. I’ve forgotten my keys.”

Forgetful Father Christmas

Q5: Find and copy one adjective from the text which  
describes the carrots that the man gave to Rudolph.

____________________________________________________

Q6: Why did Mrs Christmas think that the man had already left?
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Aurora

The large man searched the cottage for his keys. After a rather long time he 
found them in his pants drawer. 

“Mrs Christmas?” he shouted once he was back on board his sleigh. “I’m, er, 
definitely going now!”

“Are you still there?” the voice called back. 

“Um… no…” the man answered, hoping his wife couldn’t see him. 

“Have you got everything now?” she said. 

“Let me think,” the large man said, rubbing his beard. “Reindeer? Check. 
Keys? Check…”

“Presents?” Mrs Christmas asked, dragging out a huge sack from the cottage. 

“Oh, jingle bells…” the large man replied. “Ho! Ho! Ho!” 

Q9: Put the following statements in the order that they happen in the 
poem. The first one has been done for you.

 He found his keys in his pants drawer.

 Mrs Christmas dragged a huge sack of presents out of the cottage.

1  The man forgot to give Rudolph carrots.

 The man realised he had forgotten his keys.

 The man searched for his keys.

Q7: Who do you think the large man is? Give a reason for  
your answer. 
  
 

Q8: What do you think the man is going to do with the presents?
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Step 3 Building Reading Skills

Forgetful Father Christmas Answers

Q1:  Which of these statements is not true? Tick one.

 The large man laughed.

 The large man had a red coat.

 The large man wore black boots.

 The large man had a white beard.

Q2:  What did the man forget to do? 
Accept the answer ‘give Rudolph lots of carrots’ or any  
rewording thereof. 

Q3:  Why do you think that Rudolph was looking very weak?

Accept answers which discuss the fact that Rudolph was weak as the 
man had not given him any food for a while, such as:

• He looked weak because the man had forgotten to feed him.

• He was weak because he had not had his carrots.

Q4:  What did the large man forget this time? Circle one answer.

the cottage some carrots Mrs Christmas his keys
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Q5: Find and copy one adjective from the text which describes the carrots 
that the man gave to Rudolph.

Accept the answer ‘finest’ only.

Q6:  Why did Mrs Christmas think that the man had already left?

Accept answers that discuss the fact that the man was supposed to 
have left once before and did not tell her otherwise but needed to do 
something he had forgotten first, e.g.

• She thought that he had left already because he had already said bye 
once.

• She didn’t know that he was feeding Rudolph and hadn’t left because 
she thought that he had already done it.

Q7: Who do you think the large man is? Give a reason for your answer.

Accept the answer ‘Father Christmas’ (or any other name for the same 
person, e.g. Santa) provided that a reasonable explanation is also 
given, such as:

• I think it is Father Christmas because he lives with Mrs Christmas.

• I think it is Santa because he is a large man with a red suit and a 
white beard.

• I know it is Father Christmas because of the title of the story.

Q8:  What do you think the large man is going to do with the presents?

Accept any answers which discuss the fact that he will deliver the 
presents to children around the world, e.g.

• I think that he will deliver the presents to lots of girls and boys.

• I think that he will put them underneath people’s Christmas trees.

Forgetful Father Christmas Answers
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Q8: Put the following statements in the order that they happen in the 
poem. The first one has been done for you.

4  He found his keys in his pants drawer.

5  Mrs Christmas dragged a huge sack of presents out of the cottage.

1  The man forgot to give Rudolph carrots.

2  The man realised he had forgotten his keys.

3  The man searched for his keys.

Forgetful Father Christmas Answers
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